THE  IDLE SERVANT

W. t. ManseiL
The National Gallery, London, houses the original of this lifelike picture, its meaning so well
expressed in the title. The painting was the work of Nicolas Maes (1632-93), one of the
pupils of Rembrandt It is plainly the mistress of the household who has caught her servant
asleep amidst the unwashed pots and pans. The incident of the cat stealing the chicken
shows the artist's power of humorous observation. Maes achieved a great reputation as a
painter of portraits.